
HAMILTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
NOVEMBER 4, 2005 

The Hamilton County Board of Commissioners met on Friday, November 4, 2005 at the Hamilton County Highway 
Department, 1700 S. 10th Street, Noblesville, Indiana.  President Altman called the meeting to order and declared a 
quorum present of Commissioner Christine Altman and Commissioner Steven A. Holt.  Commissioner Steven C. 
Dillinger was absent. 

 INDOT Projects 
 Ms. Erin Hayes reviewed INDOT’s 10-year plan, which covers all major highway projects throughout the State 
of Indiana.  Hayes gave an overview of how the projects were rated per IPOC Procedures.  Holt stated the I-69 corridor 
has the highest rating, why is it third in line?  Hayes stated the study has been done for the northeast side, the 
Professional Services Bulletin (PSB) has been prepared.  It is ready to go to a consultant to develop an engineer’s 
report.  It is still several years of development before construction.  If we had all the money the project could still not be 
constructed very soon.  The second consideration is the congestion point would not be relieved until I-465 northeast 
was completed.  If money was no object and you did not have to worry about the congestion on I-465 northeast, it 
would be five years minimum before construction could begin.  Altman stated our concern is that when looking at this 
plan Hamilton County is shoved way back and we probably have the most urgent needs on I-69 which don’t just affect 
us, it affects Anderson and Muncie which are trying to work on economic development.  Even if we have issues on I-
465 to handle the traffic we have to do something on the interchanges here to relieve that more immediate need than 
this report shows.  The other issue is that even though it is programmed in the future there is no money allocated.  
Hayes stated traffic on the west side is very bad.  Hayes stated there is no argument that there is a strong need.  Holt 
stated if you live in Fort Wayne and you can’t rely on making a Indianapolis flight you will drive somewhere else to 
make a flight.  People from Fort Wayne can not rely they can make it to the airport right now.  Hayes asked if there 
other things INDOT can do to relieve the congestion?  We are looking at alternatives for drawing traffic from Anderson 
on to I-70 with a more direct connector.  We are improving our modeling through the I-70 east effort as we reconstruct 
I-70 from the north split on the east side.  Holt asked why are we the only state in the Midwest that does not have Park 
and Ride lots?  Altman stated Mayor Brainard and Altman, attending for the RTA, met with Commissioner Sharp and it 
was a very positive meeting.  We discussed the transit line and the need local share for the planning.  Hayes stated 
INDOT is contributing to that effort out of additional funds, not revenue funds.  Altman stated we have people 
interested in integrating the Park & Ride and light-rail systems together recognizing that if we do Park and Ride it will 
take the load off the highways.  Holt stated that should be State leadership.  Why won’t Indiana do what Illinois, 
Michigan and Ohio do which is to make those lots available.  The answer we received about 10 years ago was that it 
was a security problem for the State Police.  Our county sheriff can patrol the lots within Hamilton County, we don’t 
need to rely on the State Police.  Holt encouraged INDOT to look at that solution.  Altman stated Commissioner Sharp 
indicated there will be legislative initiatives this year.  He also indicated that issues on US 31 and I-69 are local traffic 
issues; local entities allowing development by relying on the interstates to carrying the traffic.  The county spends 
millions of dollars on a county thoroughfare plan and when entities annex the plan goes away.  There is no State 
leadership on preserving our thoroughfare plans from cities and towns.  Hayes stated the Commissioner is looking at 
ways to make local streets handle local traffic thereby taking local traffic off of the interstate system.   

 US 31 
 Holt asked if US 31 is starting from South Bend and working south?  Hayes stated she has not heard that, but 
that does not mean it is not accurate. The project on US 31 to SR 6 in South Bend will be done first.  This is from a 
resource allocation.  Altman stated how do we get this adjusted?  The economic impact numbers from US 31 in 
Hamilton County are skewed.  Hayes stated the State can not expend all of their resources in Marion County and the 
surrounding area.  Holt stated Hamilton County invested in an engineering study to do local interchanges on State 
highways.  We designed them for every county road that intersected SR 31 in Hamilton County and every Hamilton 
County road that intersected SR 37.  Within our local planning we would require any development to give us the 
ground for a tight diamond interchange on intersecting streets.  We went to INDOT and told them we thought there 
would be merit if the State would mirror this up and down the State corridors.  Nothing has happened with that.  Hayes 
stated from a statewide perspective land use is out of our hands.  Holt stated he understands that but could the State 
give a grant to counties to design whatever the State deems appropriate on every county road that intersects SR 31 and 
then put it in the local thoroughfare plan?  It would be the biggest savings of money and then when the State has the 
money they can do the interchanges.  Until that time at least the for of gas stations and fast food restaurants would be 
set back farther than it is now because the local zoning would be done.  

 I-69 

 Binford Boulevard 
 Altman asked if the State has considered looking at making Binford an expressway?  Hayes stated she has not 
heard that being discussed.   

 116th Street Exit 
 Levine asked if any relief has been looked at for the backup on I-69 at the 116th Street exit?  This is a dangerous 
situation. 

 Projects 
 Hayes stated the project from I-465 (75th Street) to SR 238 projects have been let. The $2.3 million and $2 
million projects. 

 Olio Road 
 Altman stated Hamilton County has invested a lot of money on Olio Road from I-69 to 96th Street to help pull 
local traffic off of I-69.  Taking Olio south is an area to look at.  Hayes stated that helps with access management and 
limiting the number of stop lights.  Holt stated once these areas are annexed to a city or town and the curb cuts begin, 
the thoroughfare no longer works, which goes back to State legislation.  If there is some way to designate local roads as 
thoroughfares which would prohibit cities and towns from doing cuts without State highway approval or county 
approval?  Mr. Brad Davis stated per state legislation when annexation occurs,  the towns and cities are prohibited from 
taking control of the State system.  We need this same language to apply to county thoroughfares.  Mr. Bob Rebling 
stated one thing the county’s can look at is buying limited access right of way.  Davis will send the code cite to Hayes. 
  
 Davis asked if the funding for I-69 is available could INDOT accelerate the development of the I-69 project?  
The project would be ready when the construction funds are available.  Rebling suggested starting at I-465/I-69 
interchange first.  Hayes stated they would have to study the ramifications first.  Altman suggested somehow 
convincing the drivers that using I-465 east is the same amount of travel time as going west.  Rebling stated they could 
look at using the traffic management system to keep the traffic moving.   
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 Federal Funding 
 Altman suggested accelerating the planning for I-69 so we have an amount to ask for federal funding.  Until we 
have that information we are not effective requesting funding.  Hayes stated if we develop the plans now they would 
have longevity.  Davis suggested as you go in to the final draft of the plan there are opportunities to break it down to 
smaller projects.   
 Altman adjourned the meeting. 
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